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the English sound of St. John, Sinjiin. Dyches is not Ditches, but Dykes; 
Cheves replaces its es by is, and becomes Chivis ; while Screven, under the 
same unwritten law, becomes Scriven. The Scotch McDowell is sometimes 
contracted to M'Dole ; and Michie, by shortening its first i, becomes Micky, 
and suggests an Irish connection. 

The German ei quite naturally loses its eye sound, and thus we find Sei- 
bels pronounced Seebels, and Geiger Geeger. Quattlebaum shortens its 
last syllable by omitting the a, and thus gives us Quattlebum. 

Hallonquist betrays its Scandinavian origin, and Vanderhorst its Dutch ; 
the latter is commonly shortened to Vandr6st. 

Examples can be multiplied indefinitely ; but to prevent readers of the 
" Journal of American Folk-Lore " mistaking these pages for a transcript of 
a city directory, we will bring this notice to an end. Persons from the 
North or West about to settle in South Carolina will do well to study care- 
fully the idiosyncrasies of folk-names in this region, and thus save them- 
selves from mystification, or from mortification at their misconceptions. 

H. Carrington Bolton. 

April, 1 891. 

Stone Implements. — While visiting with Governor L. B. Prince in 
Santa F^, New Mexico, last June, he picked up a chipped stone knife, of 
unusual form for that country but frequent East, and said that the Pueblo 
Indian who brought it to him called it a thunderbolt. Mr. Prince thought 
this a curious idea, and I was impressed with its singularity from such a 
source. It is quite likely, however, to have reached the Indians through 
the Spaniards. Polished celts are barely known in New Mexico. Stone 
images, rudely resembling the human form, and probably intended to rep- 
resent the dead, are quite frequent. 

W. M. Beauchamp. 

A Note on an Early Superstition of the Champlain Valley. — 
" The Whip-poor-Will." — At the annual meeting of the American Folk- 
Lore Society, November 29, 1890, was presented a communication from 
L. E. Chittenden, of New York, containing a note on the superstition men- 
tioned : — 

It is difficult to explain how the mind of the child becomes so saturated 
with an early superstition that it cannot be thrown off in after life. My 
family came of Pilgrim stock, and as children were taught to look upon 
superstition as a bad form of heresy. 

Whence or how I got other instructions I do not know, but now, when I 
am near the allotted age of man, I will at any time walk around a block 
to avoid seeing the new moon over my left shoulder. I will not begin a 
journey on Friday, and to see two crpws successively flying to my left is 
an omen of evil fortune which will disturb me for a fortnight. 

In the Champlain valley, on the banks of the beautiful Ouinousquoi, 
where I was born, we had all the signs and omens common to New Eng- 
land. The " death-watch " was usually, and, when accompanied by the 



